CHAPTER XXXIII
ALEXANDER II
The Reforms
THE TSAR-LIBERATOR
The reign of Alexander II (1855-1881) is known in Russian historiography as "the era of great reforms" and the emperor whose name it bears as the tsar-liberator. Although Alexander is formally entitled to this appellation, he was singularly ill qualified by education, convictions, and temperament for the part of reformer he was fated to play. The eldest son of Emperor Nicholas I7 Alexander was born in Moscow on April 17, 1818. His principal tutor, the poet and courtier Vasili Zhukovsky, devised for the education of his pupil a vaguely humanitarian program which did more credit to its author's imagination and zeal than to his pedagogical abilities. This program, moreover, although approved by Emperor Nicholas, was never fully carried out, and court festivities and military parades, whose effects on the character of the grand duke Zhukovsky particularly dreaded, absorbed much of the boy's time. An indifferent and indolent student, Alexander nevertheless acquired a good knowledge of Russian, French, German, English, and Polish, and in 1838 he attended brief courses on military arts, finance, and diplomacy given respectively by General Baron Jomini (formerly chief of staff of Marshal Ney), Kankrin, and Brun-now. From an early age Alexander traveled extensively in Russia and abroad; his progress from place to place, however, was usually so rapid as to offer little opportunity for anything except official receptions, inspections of troops, and worship at local shrines. In 1837, for instance, he visited in seven months thirty Russian provinces, including Siberia, where no other member of the imperial family had ever been. Two years later, during the grand duke's European tour, Zhukovsky
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